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What are the differences between qualitative and quantitative data analysis? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Quantitative and qualitative data analysis are methods used in data collection and interpretation. These methods are being used either concurrently or independently since they all have similar objectives. Using them simultaneously can help in compensation for errors that each of them bears hence producing quality outcomes. Nonetheless, there are differences between quantitative and qualitative analysis. They include the following; one, qualitative analysis is founded on the organization of participants according to attributes and properties. Quantitative data analysis, on the other hand, is built on computable values. However, quantitative analysis is objective, while qualitative is subjective. Second, in qualitative data analysis, data collection is done in trivial, unrepresentative samples and an unstructured manner. In contrast, in quantitative analysis, data collection is done in large, representative samples to simplify the whole population. Third, the research method used in qualitative data analysis is exploratory, whereby the analysis seeks to find a profound understanding of the reason behind the occurrence of a particular phenomenon. On the other hand, quantitative analysis research methodology can be conclusive as to the extent or the number of times a specific phenomenon happens, not the reason behind its occurrence (Rutberg et al.,2018). Fourth, in qualitative data analysis, research outcomes are specific to the participants(objects) under study and don’t apply to the overall population. In contrast, in quantitative data analysis, research findings can be used in the general population. Fifth, the purpose of qualitative data analysis is to find a more profound understanding of social interactions. In contrast, the purpose of quantitative data analysis is to test hypotheses and also produce future predictions. Lastly, data collection methods in qualitative data analysis ask open-ended questions, observation, and interviews, while the ones for quantitative analysis are through experiments, measurements, surveys, and observations (Ahmad et al., 2019).  
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